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ELECTRONIC CONTRACT SAFEKEEPING METHOD, ELECTRONIC CONTRACT 
VERIFYING METHOD, CONTRACTOR SERVER, CONTRACT SAFEKEEPING SERVER, 
ELECTRONIC CONTRACT SAFEKEEPING SYSTEM, AND MEMORY MEDIUM 

5 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
TECHNICAL FIELD 

[OOOl] The present invention relates to an electrq^ic contract 
safekeeping method, an electronic contract verifying method, a 
contractor server, a contract safekeeping server, an electronic 
0 contract safekeeping system, and a memory medium, all through a 
network » 

Background Art 

[0002] When engaged in business , it is customary to enter into 
5 a contract: at the dealings of a commodity, a sales contract is 
concluded between a distributor of the commodity and a purchaser 
thereof, for instance. 

[0003] Recently, there is an increasing tendency in dealing 
commodities through the internet* In some cases, on a homepage 
3 for sales of a distributor of the commodities, a contractual 
coverage is displayed . Based on this contractual coverage, a 
contract is concluded. 

Disclosure of the invention 
> [0004] However, after the sales of the commodities (after 
conclusion of the contract), the contractual coverage on the 
homepage for sales may be superseded, 

[0005] At that time, between the distributor and the purchaser, 
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there may occur a discrepancy in understanding of the contractual 

i 

coverage at the conclusion of the contract. 

(0006] At that time, the purchaser is necessitated to verify the 
contractual coverage at the conclus ion of the contract . when the 
purchaser cannot verify the above, the. purchaser may suffer 
unreasonable losses. 

[0007] The present invention is to these existing problems. An 
object of the present invention is to provide a method that, even 
when the contractual coverage on a home page for sales has been 
superseded, enables the purchaser (covenantee) to verify the 
contractual coverage ( purport of the contract ) . 
[0008] Another object of the present invention is to provide an 
electronic contract safekeeping method and an electronic contract 
safekeeping system, in which a third party other than the 
contractor keeps the contractual coverage, and, as demands arise, 
may verify the contractual coverage. 

[0009] (l)ln order to achieve the above objects, a contract 
safekeeping method involving the present invention comprises 
causing to display the contractual coverage, causing to input 
safekeeping agreement information to agree, causing to keep the 
contractual coverage, causing to issue a contract ID, and causing 
to notify of the id. in the above, in the causing to display the 
contractual coverage, the contractual coverage is caused to 
display at a covenantee terminal connected to a contractor server 
therein the contractual coverage is kept . in the causing to input 
the safekeeping agreement information to agree, the safekeeping 
agreement information agreeing to the safekeeping of the 
contractual coverage caused to display in the causing to display 

2 
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the contractual coverage is caused to input to agree at the 
covenantee terminal. In the causing to keep the contractual 
coverage, the contract safekeeping server is caused to keep the 
contractual coverage corresponding to the safekeeping agreement 
5 information caused to input in the causing to input the contract 
safekeeping agreement information to agree- In the causing to 
issue the ID, a contract ID for identifying the contractual 
coverage kept in the causing to keep the contractual coverage is 
caused to issue, in the causing to notify of the ID, the contract 

10 ID caused to issue in the causing to issue the ID is caused to 
notify to the contract server and rhe covenantee terminal, 
[0010] Being kept in the contract safekeeping server different 
from both the contractor server and the covenantee terminal, there 
is no fear of the contractual coverage being altered- By making 

15 access to the contract safekeeping server, rhe contractual 
coverage may be confirmed and verified - 

[0011] (2) A method for verifying the electronic contract 
involving the present invention comprises the covenantee terminal 
entering into connection with the contract safekeeping server, 

20 inputting the contract ID, and exhibiting the contractual 

coverage. In the above, in the inputting the contract ID, at the 
covenantee terminal, the contract ID of the contractual coverage 
kept at the contract safekeeping server is input, in the 
exhibiting the contractual coverage, to the covenantee terminal, 

25 the contractual coverage corresponding to the contract id that 
is input at inputting the contract ID is exhibited. 
[0012] When the covenantee terminal enters into a connection with 
the contract safekeeping server and shows the contract ID, the 

3 
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contractual coverage is exhibited, thereby the contractual 
coverage being verified. 

[0013] ( 3 ) The contractor server involving the present invention 
comprises a contractual coverage notifying portion, a contract 
5 safekeeping agreement receiving portion/ a contract safekeeping 
requesting portion, and a contract ID transferring portion. In 
the above, the contractual coverage notifying portion notifies 
the covenantee terminal of the contractual coverage. The 
contract safekeeping agreement receiving portion encourages the 

10 covenantee terminal notified of the contractual coverage by the 
contractual coverage notifying portion to input safekeeping 
agreement information agreeing to the safekeeping of the 
contractual coverage, and receives the safekeeping agreement 
information* The contract safekeeping requesting portion, 

15 corresponding to the reception of the safekeeping agreement 
information by the contract safekeeping agreement receiving 
portion, requests the contractor server to keep the contractual 
coverage. The contract id transferring portion, notified by the 
contract safekeeping server of the contract ID identifying the 

20 contract kept corresponding to the request due to the contract 
safekeeping requesting portion, to transmit the contract ID to 
the covenantee terminal. 

[0014] The contractual coverage notified by the contractor 
server is kept in the contract safekeeping server. Accordingly, 
25 the contract may be concluded between the covenantee terminal and 
the contractor server without fearing the superceding of the 
contractual coverage. 

[ 0015 ] ( 4 ) The contract safekeeping server involving the present 

4 
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invention comprises a contract safekeeping request receiving 
portion, a contract safekeeping instructing portion, a contract 
ID issuing portion, and a contract ID notifying portion, in the 
above, the contract safekeeping request receiving portion 
5 receives a safekeeping request of the contractual coverage . The 
contract safekeeping instructing portion instructs to keep the 
contractual coverage of which safekeeping request is received at 
the contract safekeeping request receiving portion. The 
contract ID issuing portion issues the contract ID identifying 
10 the contract of which safekeeping request is received at the 
contract safekeeping request receiving portion. The contract ID 
notifying portion notifies of the contract ID issued at the 
contract ID issuing portion. 

[0016] The contract ID is issued and notified for the kept 
15 contractual coverage, by making access to the contract 

safekeeping server with the contract ID, the contractual coverage 
may be confirmed. 

Brief Explanation of the Drawings 
20 {0017] Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a 
contract safekeeping system involving the present invention. 
(0018] Fig. 2 is a flow chart showing rough procedures in the 
contract safekeeping system shown in Fig. l. 

f0019] Fig. 3 is a flow chart showing in detail a step S 100 
!5 (contract safekeeping step) shown in Fig. 2. 

[0020] Fig . 4 is a diagram showing one example of a display screen 
displaying a contractual coverage at a covenantee terminal of a 
contract safekeeping system. 

5 
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[0021] Fig. 5 is a diagram showing one example of a display screen 
at: a covenantee terminal at the reception of a contract ID. 
[0022] Pig. 6 is a flow chart showing in detail a step S 200 
{contract verifying step) shown in Fig. 2. 

Modes for Implementing the Invention 

[0023] In the following, modes for implementing the present 
invention will be explained in detail with reference to the 
drawings . 

[0024] Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a 
contract safekeeping system involving the present invention. As 
shown in Fig. l, a contractor server 10 and a covenantee terminal 
20, and a contract safekeeping server 30 are interconnected to 
each other through a network 4 0 such as the Internet. 
[0025] The contractor server 10, a server computer of the 
distributor of commodities for instance, opens a home page 
including a page for contract (a page for dealing commodities, 
for instance) on the network 40. 

[0026] The covenantee terminal 20, a computer of the purchaser 
of the commodities for instance, enters into a connection through 
the network 40 with the contractor server 10 to browse the content 
of the home page of the contractor server 10. Thereby, the 
covenantee terminal may purchase the commodities and conclude the 
contract at that time through the network 40. 
[0027] The contract safekeeping server 30 keeps the contractual 
coverage concluded between the contractor server 10 and the 
covenantee terminal 20, and verifies the contractual coverage. 
[0028] Though only one covenantee terminal 20 is shown in Fig. 

6 



Received Time Sep. 12- 2:23AM 



2001-09-12 



15:25 &ft-OBLON 



T-896 P 01 1/076 U-662 



1, actually it is usual that a lot of covenantee terminals 20 are 
connected to the network 40. Furthermore, one contract 
safekeeping server 30 may keep the contractual coverage of a 
plurality of contractor servers 10. 
5 [0029] in addition, there may be a plurality of the contract 
safekeeping servers 30 for one contractor server 10 . As mentioned 
below, at that time, as needs arise, the contract safekeeping 
server 30 may be designated to keep the respective contractual 
coverage . 

10 [0030] The contractor server 10 comprises a contractual coverage 
notifying portion 11, a contract safekeeping agreement receiving 
portion 12, a contract safekeeping requesting portion 13, a 
contract ID transferring portion 14, and a transmitting and 
receiving portion 15. 

15 [0031] The contractual coverage notifying portion 11 notifies, 
through the network 40, the covenantee terminal 20 of the 
contractual coverage. The contract safekeeping agreement 
receiving portion 12 encourages the covenantee terminal 20 to 
input the safekeeping agreement information agreeing to the 

20 safekeeping of the contractual coverage, and receives the 

safekeeping agreement information* The contract safekeeping 
requesting portion 13, in accordance with the reception of the 
safekeeping agreement information by the contract safekeeping 
agreement receiving portion 12, requests the contract safekeeping 

25 server 30 to keep the contractual coverage. The contract id 
transferring portion 14, notified from the contract safekeeping 
server 30 of the contract ID ( iDentif ication) for identifying the 
contract kept according to the request by the contract safekeeping 

7 
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requesting portion 13 f transfers the contract ID to the covenantee 
terminal 20. The transmitting and receiving portion 15 enters 
into a connection with the network 40 to implement the 
transmission and reception of the contract ID and so on between 
5 both the covenantee terminal 20 and the contract safekeeping 
server 30. 

[0032] The covenantee server 20 includes a display portion 21 f 
an input portion 22, a memory portion 23, and a transmission and 
reception portion 24 • 

10 [0033] The display portion 21, display means such as CRTs, LCDs 
and so on for instance, browses on the home page of the contractor 
server 10 and displays the contractual coverage. The input 
portion 22, a keyboard, a mouse and so on for instance, inputs 
the safekeeping agreement information agreeing to the safekeeping 

15 of the contractual coverage* The memory portion 23 includes, 
besides a memory device such as a memory or the like, an auxiliary 
memory device such as for instance a hard disk or the like, and 
memorizes the information such as the contract ID or the like. 
The transmitting and receiving portion 24 enters into a connection 

20 with the network 40 to transmit and receive the information 

between both the contractor server 10 and the contract safekeeping 
server 30. 

[0034] The contract safekeeping server 30 comprises a contract 
safekeeping request receiving portion 31, a contract safekeeping 
25 instructing portion 32, a contract ID issuing portion 33, a 
contract ID notifying portion 34, a kept contract exhibiting 
portion 35, a contract ID confirmation receiving portion 36, and 
a transmitting and receiving portion 37. Thereto a contract 

8 
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safekeeping DB (database) 38 constituted of an auxiliary memory 
device such as a hard disk or the like is connected for safekeeping 
the contractual coverage ♦ 

[0035] The contract safekeeping request receiving portion 31 
5 receives a safekeeping request of the contractual coverage from 
the contract server 10 * The contract safekeeping instructing 
portion 32 , in accordance with the reception of the safekeeping 
request at the contract safekeeping request receiving portion 31, 
instructs to keep the contractual coverage. Based on the 

10 instruction, the contractual coverage is kept in the contract 
safekeeping DB 38. The contract ID issuing portion 33, in 
accordance with the reception of the safekeeping request at the 
contract safekeeping request receiving portion 31 , issues the 
contract ID for identifying the contractual coverage. The 

15 contract ID notifying portion 34 notifies the contractor server 
10 of the contract ID issued by the contract ID issuing portion 
33. The kept contract presenting portion 35, in accordance with 
the exhibition of the contract ID from the covenantee terminal 
20 or the contractor server 10, notifies (exhibit) the contractual 

20 coverage corresponding to the contract ID. The contract ID 
confirmation receiving portion 3 6 receives the contract ID 
confirmation information to the effect that the contract ID 
notified by the contract ID notifying portion 34 is confirmed. 
The transmitting and receiving portion 37 enters into a connection 

25 with the network 40 to transmit and receive the information such 
as the contract ID or the like between both the contractor server 
10 and covenantee terminal 20, 

[0036] The above contractor server 10 and the contract 
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safekeeping server 30 are configured by materializing, by means 
of a contract safekeeping software and a contract safekeeping and 
verification software held therein respectively/ the respective 
functions on the computer. The contract safekeeping software and 
the contract safekeeping and verification software, at the 
safekeeping of the contractual coverage, work with each other 
through the network 40. 

[0037] Fig. 2 is a flowchart showing rough procedures in the 
contract safekeeping system shown in Fig. I. The contractual 
coverage concluded between the contractor server 10 and the 
covenantee terminal 20 is kept at the contract safekeeping server 
30 (step s 100). Thereafter, the contractual coverage kept at 
the contract safekeeping server 30, as needs arise, is called up 
to use for verifying the contractual coverage (step S 200). 
15 [0038] Fig. 3 is a flowchart showing in detail contract 
safekeeping procedures shown in step S 100 in Fig. 2. 
[0039] (1) The covenantee terminal 20 enters into a connection 
with the contractor server 10 (step S 101) and browses the home 
page of for instance commodity sales disposed at the contractor 
20 server 10. 

[0040] The content being browsed is displayed on the display 
portion 21 of the covenantee terminal 20. The covenantee 
(purchaser) confirms the commodity on the home page through the 
display portion 21 to determine which commodity to purchase. 
[0041] (2) The contractual coverage is displayed at the 
covenantee terminal 20 (step S 102). 

[0042] When, at the purchase of the commodity, the contract is 
necessary to be concluded, the contractual coverage is exhibited 

10 
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by the contractual coverage notifying portion 11 of the contractor 
server 10, the contractual coverage being displayed at the 
covenantee terminal 20. Specifically, on the basis of the 
instruction from the contractual coverage notifying portion 11, 
5 the information of the contractual coverage reaches through the 
transmitting and receiving portion 15 to the covenantee terminal 
20, thereby the contractual coverage being exhibited. The 
contractual coverage exhibited at the covenantee terminal 20 is 
displayed at the display portion 21 „ The contractual coverage 

10 may be shown in the home page of the contractor server 10, 

[ 0043 j Fig . 4 is a diagram showing one example of a display screen , 
in which the contractual coverage is displayed. In the upper 
portion of the screen, the contractual coverage 50 is shown, in 
the lower portion thereof, a button 51 for "agreeing to the 

15 contractual coverage and keeping the contractual coverage", a 
button 52 for " agreeing to the contractual coverage but not 
keeping the contractual coverage", and a button 53 for "not 
agreeing to the contractual coverage" are shown. 
[0044] These buttons 51 through 53 correspond to the input of 

20 the contract agreement information to the effect of agreeing to 
the contract and the safekeeping agreement information to the 
effect of agreeing to keep the contractual coverage. To click 
the button 51 means to input both the contract agreement 
information and the safekeeping agreement information. 

25 Furthermore, to click the button 52 means to input only the 

contract agreement information, to click the button 53 meaning 
to input neither the contract agreement information nor the 
safekeeping agreement information. 

11 
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[0045] (3) The safekeeping agreement information is input at the 
covenantee terminal 20 {step s 103). 

[0046] When the button 51 is clicked at the covenantee terminal 
20, the safekeeping agreement information is input. The contract 
5 safekeeping agreement receiving portion 12 of the contractor 
server 10 receives the safekeeping agreement information that is 
input . 

[0047] The contractual coverage is kept at the contract 
safekeeping server 30- However, when there is a plurality of 

10 contract safekeeping servers 30, the contract safekeeping server 
3 0 may be selected therefrom for keeping the contract. The 
contract safekeeping server 30 may be selected from the covenantee 
terminal 20. For instance, it may be implemented by inputting 
an IP address of the contract safekeeping server 30 from the 

15 covenantee terminal 20- Furthermore, it may be selected from a 
plurality of servers exhibited on the home page of the contractor 
server 10. 

[0048] When the contract safekeeping server 30 is specified thus , 
all of the following procedures such as the contract safekeeping 
20 or the like is carried out at the specified contract safekeeping 
server 30. 

[0049] The contractual coverage may be kept at a plurality of 
the contract safekeeping servers 30. When the same contractual 
coverage is kept at the plurality of contract safekeeping servers 
25 30, security in contract safekeeping and verification may be 
improved ♦ 

[0050] (4) The contractor server 10 makes a request to the 
contract safekeeping server 30 to keep the contractual coverage 

12 
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(Step S 104) ■ 

[ 0051] This request is carried out on the basis of the information 
from the contract safekeeping requesting portion 13. At that time, 
in the information sent from the contract safekeeping requesting 
5 portion 13, there are the contractual coverage, the safekeeping 
requesting information to the effect of requesting to keep the 
contractual coverage, and the information identifying the 
contractor and the covenantee (address, name, and, as the case 
may be, contractor ID and the covenantee ID). Furthermore, the 
10 contract relating information such as purchasing amount 

(turnover) , effective term of the contract, contract date and so 
on may be included. 

[0052] (5) The contractual coverage is kept at the contract 
safekeeping server 30 (step S 105)- 

15 [0053] At the instruction from the contract safekeeping 

instructing portion 32, the conrractual coverage is kept on the 
contract safekeeping DB 38. At this time, the information 
identifying the contractor and the covenantee sent together with 
the contractual coverage is also kept, and furthermore the 

2 0 contract relating information such as the sales amount (turnover) , 
the effective term of the contract, the contract date and so on 
may be kept. 

[0054] For the sake of easy browsing of the contractual coverage, 
the contract may be kept separated according to the contractor, 
25 contract division and so on* 

[0055] (6) The contract id issuing portion 33 of the contract 
safekeeping server 30 issues the contract ID to identify the 
contracts that are kept (step S 106). 

13 
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[0056] The contract: ID may be constituted by appropriately 
combining character , numeral, code and so on. When the 
information corresponding to the contract, characters and 
numerals expressing the contract date for instance ("Sep. 20. 
5 2000" as one example), is used in part of the contract ID for 
instance, it is convenient from a viewpoint of comparing with the 
contract* 

[0057] As needs arise, a password pairing with the contract ID 
is issued. When the contracr safekeeping server 3 0 is configured 
10 so that the contractual coverage may be disclosed only when both 
the contract ID and the password are exhibited, security is 
improved in safekeeping and verification of the contractual 
coverage . 

[0058] The contract id and the password may be differentiated 
15 between the contractor server 10 and the covenantee terminal 20. 
When implementing thus, the contractor server 10 and the 
covenantee terminal 20 may manage separately the contract ID and 
password. Accordingly, the password may be conveniently altered 
according to the respective necessity, 
20 [0059] (7) The contract ID notifying portion 34 notifies, through 
the transmitting and receiving portion 37, the contractor server 
10 of the contract ID issued at the contract ID issuing portion 
(step S 107) , 

[0060] When the password is issued, the information including 
25 the password is notified to the contractor server 10. The 
contract ID and the password, when different between the 
contractor server 10 and the covenantee terminal 20, may be 
codified to send, so that the information of the contract ID and 
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the password of the covenantee terminal 20 may not be disclosed 
to the contractor server 10. 

[0061] (8) The contract ID that the contractor server has 
received is further transferred by the contract id transferring 
5 portion 14 to the covenantee terminal 20 and received by the 
covenantee terminal 20 (step S 108). 

[0062] The transferred content is exhibited, on the home page 
of the contractor server 10, only to the covenantee terminal 20. 
[0063] Fig. 5 is a diagram showing one example of a display screen 

10 on the covenantee terminal 20 when receiving the contract ID. As 
shown in Pig. 5, on the display screen, there are arranged the 
contractual coverage 60, other contract related information 61 
including the contract ID, a memoranda input screen 62 for 
encouraging to input the memoranda, a "confirmation" button 63, 

15 and a "contract -out" button 64. 

[0064] At the covenantee terminal 20, the contractual coverage 
60 and the other contract related information 61 including the 
contract ID are confirmed, in the memoranda input screen 62, as 
needs arise, memoranda information such as notes or the like is 

2 0 input . 

[0065] To click the "confirmation" button 63 means to input the 
confirmation information that the contractual coverage, the 
contract related information, and the contract ID are confirmed. 
To input the "contract-out" button 64 means to input cancel desire 
25 information to the effect that due to some flaw in the contractual 
coverage and the contract related information, the "contract- 
out" is desired. 

[0066 J When the "contract-out" button 64 is clicked, the inputted 
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"contract-out" desire information is sent, through the contractor 
server 10/ to the contract safekeeping server 30. The contract 
safekeeping server 30 erases the contractual coverage, contract 
related information or the like that are kept from on the contract 
5 safekeeping DB 38. 

[0067] The password/ when issued, may be displayed on the home 
page of the contractor server 10 , but may be separately sent 
through an electronic mail or the like. 

[0068] (9) At the covenantee terminal, the confirmation 
10 information to the effect that the contract ID is confirmed is 
input (step S 109). 

[0069] The covenantee confirms the contractual coverage and the 
contract related information including the contract ID- When 
there is no flaw f by clicking the "confirmation" button 63, the 
15 confirmation information to the effect that the contract ID is 
confirmed is input* 

[0070] The confirmation information and memoranda information 
that are input are transferred, through the contractor server 10, 
to the contract safekeeping server 30. 
20 [0071] Before and after clicking the "confirmation" button 63, 
a new password may be input to change the password corresponding 
to the contract ID. Thereby, confidentiality in safekeeping the 
contract may be- heightened. 

[0072] (10) The confirmation information and memo information, 
25 sent to the contract safekeeping server 30, are received by the 
contract ID confirmation receiving portion 36, and are kept 
additionally together with the already kept contractual coverage 
on the contract safekeeping db 38 (step s 110). 
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[0073] Everything is over for the contractual coverage 
safekeeping step S 100 shown in Fig. 2. 

[0074) Next, the detail of the contractual coverage verifying 
S 200 shown in Fig. 2 will be explained - 
5 [0075] Fig. 6 is a flowchart showing in detail step S 200 shown 
in Fig- 2. 

[00761 (1) The covenantee terminal 20 enters into a connection 

with the contract safekeeping server 10 (step S 201), 

[0077) It is convenient, for the sake of inputting and displaying 

10 at the covenantee terminal 20, to open a home page for verifying 
the contract on the contract safekeeping server 30 for instance* 
[0078] (2) At the covenantee terminal 20 , the contract ID and 
the password according to necessity are input (step S 202). 
[0079] This is input in the input column of the contract ID on 

15 the home page for verifying the contract for instance. Only when 
the contract ID and the password corresponding thereto are right, 
at the next step S 203 the contractual coverage is exhibited. 
[0080] (3) At the covenantee terminal 20, the contractual 
coverage is exhibited (step S 203 ). 

20 [0081] The exhibition is implemented when, according to the 
instruction of the kept contract presenting portion 35 of the 
contract safekeeping server 30, the contractual coverage 
corresponding to the contract id reaches through the transmitting 
and receiving portion 37 to the covenantee terminal 20. 

25 [0082] (4) At the covenantee terminal 20, the contractual 

coverage that is sent from the contract safekeeping server 30 is 
conformed (step S 204). 

[0083] The confirmation may be implemented by inspecting the 
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contractual coverage, the contract related information or the 
like on the home page of the contract safekeeping server 30, or 
by printing out the contractual coverage sent through the 
electronic mail from the contract safekeeping server 30. 
5 [0084] in short, when the contractual coverage is confirmed, any 
means for transmitting from the contract safekeeping server 30 
and for confirming at the covenantee terminal 20 may be adopted. 
[0085] The aforementioned modes for implementation may be 
expanded and changed within the scope of the present invention, 
10 the expanded and changed content being included within the 
technical range of the present invention, 

[0086] For instance, as the contract, without restricting to the 
contract made and concluded at the sales of commodities, contracts 
in general may be included. That is, the contractor and the 
15 covenantee, without restricting to the distributor or the 

purchaser of the commodities, may be any parties interested in 
the contract in general, 

[0087] Furthermore, in the present mode for implementation, the 
contract is made and concluded through the home page of the 

20 contractor server. However, it is nor necessarily restricted 
thereto, but the cases where other means such as the electronic 
mail or the like is used to conclude the contract may be included, 
[0088] The contract safekeeping server, other than simply 
keeping the contracts, may implement management of the contracts, 

25 such as version management when the contractual coverage is 
revised for instance. Thereby, when the contract safekeeping 
reguest is received, the presence of the old version contract may 
be notified. Furthermore, the time limit control of the contract 
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term and the revision term may be implemented* As needs arise r 
the covenantee terminal or the like may be notified of an approach 
of the expiration of the contract. 

[0089] Information exchange between the contractor server, the 
5 covenantee terminal, and the contract verifying server on the 
network may be appropriately codified for the confidentiality's 
sake of the contractual coverage or the like. 
[0090] As the network, without restricting to internet, the 
network in general such as LAN (Local Area Network), WAN (Wide 
10 Area Network) or the like may be included . 

Industrial Applicability 
Jjf [0091] In the present contract safekeeping method, the 

^ contractual coverage made and concluded between the contractor 

SI is server and the covenantee terminal is kept at the contract 
!** safekeeping server* Thereby, later the covenantee terminal or 

H= the contractor server may confirm the contractual coverage, 

O [0092] Accordingly, the present invention may provide a contract 

safekeeping system capable of keeping and confirming the 
20 contractual coverage, and the contractor server, the covenantee 

terminal and the contract verifying server constituting the 

system. 
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What is claimed is: 

1 . An electronic contract safekeeping method, comprising: 
contractual coverage display where a covenantee terminal 
connected to a contractor server therein information of a 
5 contractual coverage is kept, is caused to display the contractual 
coverage; 

contract safekeeping agreement where the covenantee 
terminal is caused to input safekeeping agreement information 
agreeing to keep the contractual coverage caused to display in 

10 the contractual coverage displaying; 

contract safekeeping where a contract safekeeping server 
is caused to keep the contractual coverage corresponding to the 
safekeeping agreement information caused to input by the contract 
safekeeping agreement; 

15 10 iBSue where a contract ID for identifying the contractual 

coverage caused to keep in the contract safekeeping is caused to 
issue; and 

ID notification where the contract ID caused to issue in 
the ID issue is caused to notify the contractor server and the 
20 covenantee terminal. 

2. An electronic contract safekeeping method as set forth 
in claim 1, further comprising: 

ID confirmation where the contractor terminal is caused to 
input confirmation information expressing that the contract ID 
caused to notify at the ID notification is confirmed; and 

confirmation safekeeping where the contract safekeeping 
server is caused to keep the confirmation information caused to 
input at the id confirmation. 
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3 • An electronic contract safekeeping method r comprising; 
safekeeping agreement input where a covenantee terminal is 

encouraged to input whether agreeing to the safekeeping of the 
contractual coverage or not; 
5 safekeeping request where , when the agreement to keep the 

contractual coverage is input in accordance with the 
encouragement of the input at the safekeeping agreement input/ 
the contract safekeeping server is requested to keep the 
contractual coverage; 
10 ID notification where of the contractual coverage kept at 

the contract safekeeping server in accordance with the request 
in the safekeeping request input, a contract ID for identifying 
the contract is notified from the contract safekeeping server; 
and 

15 ID transfer where the contract ID notified at the ID 

notification is transferred to the covenantee terminal. 

4 - An electronic contract safekeeping method as set forth 
in claim 3: 

wherein prior to the safekeeping agreement input, the 
20 contractual coverage is exhibited to the covenantee terminal. 

5. An electronic contract safekeeping method as set forth 
in claim 3: 

wherein the safekeeping agreement input includes contract 
agreement input that encourages the covenantee terminal to input 
25 whether agreeing to the contractual coverage or not; 

wherein the safekeeping request is implemented when the 
contract agreement information is input in the contract agreement 
input <, 
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6. An electronic contract safekeeping method as set forth 
in claim 3, further comprising; 

server ID input where the contractor server encourages the 
covenantee to input a contract safekeeping server ID for 
5 identifying the contract safekeeping server; 

wherein the safekeeping request of the contractual coverage 
in the safekeeping request, to the contract safekeeping server 
corresponding to the contract safekeeping server ID that is input 
in accordance with the encouragement at the server ID input, 
10 instructs to keep the contractual coverage and to issue the 
contract ID „ 

7 . An electronic contract safekeeping method as set forth 
in claim 3: 

wherein there is a plurality of the contract safekeeping 
15 servers, the contract safekeeping server for keeping the 

contractual coverage being selected from the plurality of the 
contract safekeeping servers. 

8. An electronic contract safekeeping method as set forth 
in claim 3: 

20 wherein there is a plurality of the contract safekeeping 

servers, the contractual coverage being kept in the plurality of 
the contract safekeeping servers* 

9. An electronic contract verifying method, comprising: 
connection where a covenantee terminal enters into a 

25 connection with a contract safekeeping server; 

ID input where a covenantee terminal inputs a contract ID 
of the contractual coverage kept at the contract safekeeping 
server; and 
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contractual coverage exhibition where the contractual 
coverage corresponding to the contract id that is input at the 
ID input is exhibited to the covenantee terminal, 

10, A contractor server, comprising: 

5 a contractual coverage notifying portion for notifying a 

covenantee terminal of the contractual coverage; 

a contract safekeeping agreement receiving portion that 
encourages the covenantee terminal notified of the contractual 
coverage by the contractual coverage notifying portion to input 
10 safekeeping agreement information agreeing to keep the 

contractual coverage, and receives the safekeeping agreement 
information; 

a contract safekeeping requesting portion that requests , 
corresponding to reception of the safekeeping agreement 
15 information due to the contract safekeeping agreement receiving 
portion, for a contract safekeeping server to keep the contractual 
coverage; and 

a contract ID transferring portion that, notified of the 
contract ID identifying the contract kept in accordance with the 
20 request due to the contract: safekeeping requesting portion from 
the contracr safekeeping server, rransfers the contract ID to 
covenantee terminal • 

11. A contract safekeeping server, comprising: 

a contract safekeeping request receiving portion for 
25 receiving a safekeeping request of a contractual coverage; 

a contract safekeeping instructing portion for instructing 
to keep the contractual coverage of which safekeeping request is 
received at the contract safekeeping request receiving portion; 
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a contract ID issuing portion for issuing a contract ID that 
identifies the contract of which the safekeeping request is 
received at the contract safekeeping request receiving portion; 
and 

5 a contract ID notifying portion for notifying the contract 

ID issued at rhe contract id issuing portion* 

12. A contract safekeeping server as set forth in claim 
9, further comprising: 

a safekeeping contract exhibiting portion for exhibiting f 
10 in accordance with reception of the contract ID, the contractual 
coverage corresponding to the contract ID; and 

a contract ID confirmation receiving portion for receiving 
contract ID confirmation information showing that the contract 
ID notified by the contract id notifying portion is confirmed • 
15 13. An electronic contract safekeeping system, 

comprising: 

the contractor server set forth in claim 10; and 

the contract safekeeping server set forth in claim 11. 

14. A recording medium, wherein a program for causing to 
20 function a computer as the contractor server set forth in claim 

10 or the contract safekeeping server set forth in claim 11 is 
recorded . 

15. A recording medium, wherein a program is recorded to 
implement the contract safekeeping method set forth in claim 4- 
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by Kabushiki Kaisha TOSHIBA, 

The present software includes computer programs supplied in the form 
of object codes and all relating documents (including electronic documents). 
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engineering, alteration, or to assemble into other software, except for 
installation of the software. 
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Licensing Conditions on The "Translation" Series 

The present licensing conditions are applied to "The Translation 
Professional" (hereinafter refers to as "the software") developed and licensed 
by Kabushiki Kaisha TOSHIBA. 

The present software includes computer programs supplied in the form 
of object codes and ail relating documents (including electronic documents). 

1. Customers are not permitted to reproduce any part of the software without 
permission from Kabushiki Kaisha TOSHIBA, except for installation of the 
software. 

2. Customers are not permitted to apply disassembling, decompilation, reverse 
engineering, alteration, or to assemble into other software, except for 
installation of the software. 
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PCT International Application Number 
pct/jpQO/065^7 ana was amended on 
, {if applicable). 
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to patentability as defined In TiHe 37, Code of Federal 
Regulations, Section 1 .56. 
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